(UGARIT AND PSALM EXEGESIS) BY SIGMUND MOWINCKEL Oslo 1. In his paper "The Psalm of Habakkuk" in the Robinson Jubilee Volume 1) W. F. ALBRIGHT says on p. 7, n. 24: "it will be evident that Psalm criticism now (i.e. after the Ugarit finds) stands on the threshold of a new day, in sharp contrast to the situation between 1900 and 1935". He has expressed the same opinion in somewhat fuller form elsewhere 2).
In another place 3) he speaks of the "pre-Ugaritic" period of Psalm exegesis and declares "the sanest study" of Ps. lxviii from that period to be M. BUTTENWIESER'S treatment of this psalm 4).
It is against the background of this feeling of having inaugurated a new era that we must understand Prof. ALBRrGHT's verdict in his note on the present writer's book 5) on the Psalms, in BASOR 126 (April 1952) The importance of the Ugarit texts is, generally and preliminarily speaking, that they give us the historical and literary Canaanite background of Israelite religious poetry. ALBRIGHT has given a good sketch of this background and its general influence on Israelite sacred poetry in his Archaeology and the Religion of Israel, pp. 14-16. The Ugaritic texts have given us samples of religious poetry in "the language of Canaan", from a time before the Israelite immigration, representing a culture adopted by the Israelites, and a religion from which, to say the least, they took over many religious forms and conceptions, positively as well as negatively (by "contrast influence").
We must now ask, in what definite respects? and, what can these texts teach us about the Psalms ?
Here we have to remember that real Psalms are scantily, if at all, represented among the Ugarit texts. The most evident samples are two fragments in the Accadian language 1), the first one with the typical hymnic introduction, "I will sing to the Lady, the goddess of ...."; the second one beginning "0 Majesty, Lady of the source .... " seems to be an invocation for help in some distress (a "psalm of lamentation"), as the Lady is being addressed as "Lady of magic, witchcraft and incantations". 
